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MUSEUM'S FALL LECTURE SERIES FOCUSES ON TREASURES OF FOUR OHIO ART MUSEUMS 


Directors of four Ohio art museums — the Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin 
College, the Columbus Museum of Art, the Akron Art Museum, and The Toledo Museum 
of Art — will discuss the formation and development of their museums' collections 
in The Cleveland Museum of Art's fall lecture series. Treasures Close to Home. 

A lecture will be presented at 5:45 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each of the 
four autumn months, beginning September 9 and concluding December 9. Using slides 
to illustrate works in their collections, the four directors will also discuss the 
history, principal benefactors, acquisition policies, and future plans of their 
museums. The lectures, which are free and open to the public, will be presented 
in the Museum's Recital Hall. 

Wednesday, September 9, 5:45 p.m. 

Plain Living, High Thinking, and Conspicuous Collecting; 

Oberlin College's Allen Memorial Art Museum 

William Chiego, Director 

Wednesday, October 14, 5:45 p.m. 

The Columbus Museum of Art: Its Past and Its Future 

Merribell Parsons, Director 

Wednesday, November 11, 5:45 p.m. 

Tomorrow's Old Masters: Modern Art at the Akron Art Museum 

Mitchell Kahan, Director 

Wednesday, December 9, 5:45 p.m. 

The Toledo Museum of Art: Dynamism, Vision, and Quality 

Roger Handle, Director 

Brief descriptions of the museums and their directors are attached. 


2-craa fall lecture series 


Wednesday, September 9, 5:45 p.m. 

Plain Living, High Thinking, and Conspicuous Collecting: 

Oberlin College's Allen Memorial Art Museum 

William Chiego , Director 

The Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin College has long ranked as one of 
the finest college and university art collections in the United States. It is 
named for Dr. Dudley P. Allen, Oberlin 's first major art benefactor and a trustee 
of the College. Noted American architect Cass Gilbert designed the Italian 
Renaissance style museum building which opened to the public in 1917. A 1976 
addition by Robert Venturi contains galleries for modern and contemporary art, 
an art library, and the laboratories of the Intermuseum Conservation Association. 

The Museum's collections span the history of art, with representative 
holdings in European and American painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from 
the 15th through the 19th centuries and a sizeable collection of Oriental art, 
textiles, and costumes. Greatest strengths are in the areas of 17th-century 
Dutch and Flemish painting, European old master and Japanese woodblock prints, 
early 20th-century European painting, and contemporary American art. 

William Chiego became director of the Allen Memorial Art Museum in August, 
1986. He was formerly chief curator of the North Carolina Museum of Art and, 
before that, chief curator of the Portland (Oregon) Art Museum. He began his 
career at The Toledo Museum of Art in 1973, serving as assistant curator and 
then associate curator of European paintings. A native of Newark, New Jersey, 

Dr, Chiego obtained his B.A. from the University of Virginia and his M.A. and 
Ph.D. in art history from Case Western Reserve University where he studied with 
former Cleveland Museum of Art director Sherman E. Lee and Wolfgang Stechow, 
late professor of art at Oberlin College. 



3-craa fall lecture series 


Wednesday, October 14, 5:45 p.m. 

The Columbus Museum of Art: Its Past and Its Future 

Merribell Parsons , Director 

The Columbus Museum of Art was established in 1878 as the Columbus Gallery of 
Fine Arts. The present museum is a handsome Italian Renaissance revival building 
erected in 1931 with a modern wing added in 1974. Building on collections of 
paintings by old and modern masters given to the Museum by Columbus collectors 
Ferdinand Howald, in 1931, and Frederick Schumacher, in 1957, and assisted by 
bequests from these and subsequent donors, the Museum has expanded its holdings 
to include works from all periods and cultures. It is particularly strong in 
early 20th-century American painting and has the largest public collection of works 
by native Columbus artist George Bellows. In recent years the Museum has concen- 
trated on collecting modern and contemporary sculpture; many of these works are 
installed in a Sculpture Park and Garden opened in 1979. Other areas of strength 
are 18th- and 19th-century French painting, 17th-century Dutch painting. Oriental 
ceramics, and pre-Columbian and North American Indian art. 

Merribell Parsons, who assumes the position of director of the Columbus 
Museum of Art on September 1, comes from The Metropolitan Museum of Art. As 
vice-director for education at the Metropolitan she was responsible for such 
activities as exhibition planning, collection interpretation, publications, 
film and television projects, and public programs. Previously she had served 
as chief curator of decorative arts and sculpture at The Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts. She earned her B.F.A. from Newcomb College, New Orleans, and her 
M.A. from the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University. 



4-cma fall lecture series 


Wednesday, November 11, 5:45 p.m. 

Tomorrow's Old Masters: Modern Art at the Akron Art Museum 

Mitchell Kahan, Director 

The Akron Art Museum, established in 1922 as the Akron Art Institute, 
was housed in a number of Akron buildings, including the Akron Public Library, 
until 1981. At that time the collections were moved to the Old Post Office, an 
historic Italian Renaissance style building erected in 1899 and renovated by 
Cleveland architect Peter van Dijk. 

Since 1974 the Museum has concentrated on collecting and exhibiting 
European and American painting, sculpture, and photography produced between 
1850 and the present. The collection is particularly strong in late 19th- and 
early 20th-century American painting, American art since 1960, and historic and 
contemporary photography. 

Mitchell Kahan has been director of the Akron Art Museum since July, 1986. 
Prior to this appointment, he was curator of American and contemporary art at 
the North Carolina Museum of Art and curator of painting and sculpture at the 
Montgomery (Alabama) Museum of Fine Arts. During his museum career he has 
organized numerous exhibitions of contemporary art. 

A native of Richmond, Virginia, Dr. Kahan earned his B.A. at the University 
of Virginia. He obtained his M.A. in art history from Columbia University and 
his Ph.D. in art history from the City University of New York Graduate School. 
His doctoral dissertation was on American painting of the 1930s. 



5-craa fall lecture series 


Wednesday, December 9, 5:45 p.m. 

The Toledo Museum of Art: Dynamism, Vision, and Quality 

Roger Handle, Director 

The Toledo Museum of Art was established in 1901 by a group of Toledo citizens 
led by Edward Drummond Libbey, founder of Toledo's glass industry, Libbey provided 
major funding for the Museum building, a neoclassical structure designed by Buffalo 
architect Edward B. Green, which was begun in 1912 and completed in 1933. The 
Libbey bequest has also been the principal source of funds for art purchases. 

The Museum is internationally recognized for the quality of its collections, 
which chronicle the history of art from ancient Egypt to the 20th century. 

Especially renowned are the collections of ancient Greek vases, European and 
American paintings, and European decorative arts and furniture, some displayed 
in period rooms. The Museum also has one of the most extensive collections of 
glass in America. The finest pieces are exhibited in chronological order in 
galleries which trace the development of glass from about 2,000 B.C. to the present. 
A pioneer in the field of art education, the Museum offers many programs for adults 
and young people, as well as university courses in art, art history, and art 
education. 

Roger Handle has been with The Toledo Museum of Art since 1974, first as 
associate director, and since 1977 as director. He had previously served as 
associate director of The Minneapolis Institute of Arts. A native of New Jersey, 
he graduated from Williams College and received his M.A, from New York University, 

He writes and lectures frequently on the public and professional concerns of 
museums and on 18th-century Dutch art, his particular field of interest. Among 
the exhibitions he has organized are El Greco of Toledo (1982), Masterpieces of 
Dutch Silver (1977), and Masterpieces of Eighteenth-Century Dutch Art (1971). 



